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How nature paints her colours, how the bee 
Sits on th e-bloom, extrading liquid fweet. Par. Lojf , b. v. 

A medlar tree was planted by ; 

The fpreading branches made a goodly fhow, 

And full of opening blooms was ev’ry bough. Dryden . 

Hafte to yonder woodbine bow’rs ; 

The turf with rural dainties fhall be crown’d. 

While opening blooms diffuie their fweets around. Pope. 

2. The ftate ot immaturity; the ftate of any thing improving, and 
ripening to higher perfection. 

W ere I no queen, did you my beauty weigh. 

My youth in bloom , your age in its decay. Dryden’ s Aurengz. 

3. The blue colour upon plums and grapes newly gathered. 

4. [In the iron works.] A piece of iron wrought into a mafs, 
two feet fquare. 

To Bloom, v. n. [from the noun.] 

1. To bring or yield bloffoms. 

The rod of Aaron for the houfe of Levi was budded, and 
brought forth buds, and bloomed bloffoms, and yielded almonds. 

Numb. xvii. 8. 

It is a common experience, that if you do not pull off fome 
• bloffoms the firff time a tree bloometh , it will bloffom itfeif to 
death. Bacon's Natural Hiji. N a 449. 

2. To produce, as bloffoms. 

Rites and culloms, now fuperftitious, when the ftrength of 
virtuous, devout, or charitable affedion bloomed them, no man 
could juftly have condemned as evil. Hooker , b. v. § 3. 

3. To be in a ftate of youth and improvement. 

Beauty, frail flow’r, that ev’ry feafon fears, 

Blooms in thy colours for a thoufand years. Pope’s Epijlles. 

O greatly blefs’d with every blooming grace ! 

With equal fteps the paths of glory trace. Pope’s Odyff. b. i. 
Blc/omy. adj. [from bloom.] Full of blooms ; flowery, 

O nightingale ! that on yon bloomy fpray 
Warbleft at eve, when all the woods are ftill. 

Departing fpring could only ftay to fhed 
Her bloomy beauties on the genial bed, 

But left the manly fummer in her ftead. 

Hear how the birds, on ev’ry bloomy fpray, 

With joyous mufick wake the dawning day. 

Blore. n.f. [from blow.] Ad of blowing; blaft. 

Out rufht, with an unmeafur’d roar, 

Thofe two winds, tumbling clouds in heaps ; ufhers to ei- 
ther’s blore. Chapman's Iliads. 

BLO'SSOM. n.f. [bloyme. Sax.] The flower that grows on 
• any plant, previous to the feed or fruit. We generally call 
thofe flowers bloffoms , which are not much regarded in them- 
felves, but as a token of fome following produdion. 

Cold news for me : 

Thus arc my bloffoms blafted in the bud, 

And caterpillars eat my leaves away. Shakefp. Henry IV. 

Merrily, merrily fhall I live now, 

Under the bloffom that hangs on the bough. Shakefp. Tempeft . 
The pulling off" many of the bloffoms of a fruit tree, doth 
make the fruit fairer. Bacon $ Natural Hiflory , N g 449. 

To his green years your cenfure you would fuit. 

Not blaft the bloffom , butexped the fruit. Dryden. 

Sweeter than fpring. 

Thou foie furviving bloffom from the root, 

That nourifh’d up my fortune. Thomfons Autumn. 

To Blo'ssom. v. n. [from the noun.] To put forth bloffoms* 
This is the ftate of man : to day he puts forth 
The tender leaves of hope ; tomorrow bloffoms , 

And bears his blufhing honours thick upon him. Sh. H. VIII. 
Although the figtree fhall not bloffom, neither fhall fruit be in 
the vines, yet I will rejoice in the Lord. Habb. iii. 17. 

The want of rain at bloffoming time, often occafions the 
dropping off of the bloffoms, for want of fap. Mortimer. 

To BLOT. v. a. [from bhttir , Fr. to hide.] 

1. To obliterate ; to make writing invifible, by covering it with 
ink. 

You that are king. 

Have caus’d him, by new ad of parliament. 

To blot out me, and put his own fon in. Shakefp. Henry VI. 

Ev’n copious Dryden wanted, or forgot, 

The laft and greateft art, the art to blot. P ope. 

A man of the 1110ft underftanding will find it impoflible to 
make the bcft ufe of it, while he writes in conftraint, perpetu- 
ally foftening, correding, or blotting out expreflions. Swift . 

2. To efface; to erafe. 

O Bertran, oh ! no more my foe, but brother : 

One ad like this blots out a thoufand crimes. Dryden. 

Thefe Ample ideas, offered to the mind, the underftanding 
can no more refufe, nor alter, nor blot out, than a mirrour can 
refufe, alter, or obliterate, the images which the objeds pro- 
duce. Locke . 

3. To make black fpots on a paper ; to blur. 

Heads overfull of matter, be like pens over full of ink, 
which will fooner blot , than make any fair letter at all. 

Afcham’s Schoohnafler . 

O fweet Portia ! 

Here are a few of the unpleafant’ft words 

That ever blotted paper. Shakefp. Merchant of V mice. 
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Milton. 

Dryden. 

Pope. 


Dryden 1 s JEn. 

RoWf. 


Ccriul 


T 


v unlace; 10 uisngure. 

Unknit that threat’ning unkind brow ; 

It blots thy beauty, as froft bites the meads, 

Confounds thy fame. Shakefp. Taming of the Shrew. 

My guilt thy growing virtues did defame; 

My blacknefs blotted thy unblemifh’d name. 

For mercy’s fake, reftrain thy hand, 

Blot not thy innocence with guiltlefs blood. 

.5. To darken. 

He fung how earth blots the moon’s gilded wane, 

Whilft foolifh men beat founding brafs in vain. 

Blot. n.f. [from the verb.] 

1. An obliteration of fomething written. 

Let flames on your unlucky papers prey, 

V our wars, your loves, your praifes, be forgot, 

And make of all an umverfal blot. Drydeii s Juven. fat yfi 

2. A blur ; a fpot upon paper. 

3. A fpot in reputation ; a ftain ; a difgrace ; a reproach. 

Make known, 

It is no vicious blot, murder, or foulnefs, 

That hath depriv’d me. Shakefp. King Lear. 

A lie is a foul blot in a man ; yet it is continually in the 
mouth of the untaught. Ecclus, xx. 24. 

A difappointed hope, a blot of honour, a ftrain of confci- 


ence, an unfortunate love, will 

4. [At backgammon.] When a 
ken up ; whence to hit a blot. 

He is too great a mafterof his art, to make a blot which may 
fo eafily be hit. Dryden s Dedication , JEneid. 

Blotch, n. f [from blot.] A fpot or puftule upon the fkin. 
Spots and blotches , of feveral colours and figures, ftraggling 
over the body ; fome are red, others yellow, livid, or black. 

Harvey on Confumptioni. 

To Blote. v. a. To fmoke, or dry by the fmoke; as bided 
herrings, or red herrings. 

BLOW. n.f. [ blowe , Dutch.] 

1. A ftroke. 

A moft poor man, made tame to fortune’s blows. 

Who, by the art of known and feeling forrows, 

Am pregnant to good pity. Shakefp. King Lear. 

A woman’s tongue, 

That gives not half fo great a blow to th’ ear, 

As will a chefnut. Shakefp. Taming of the Shrew. 

Words of great contempt, commonly finding a return of 
equal fcorn, blows were faftened upon the moft pragmatical of 
the crew. Clarendon. 

2. The fatal ftroke ; the ftroke of death. 

Affuage your thirft of blood, and ftrike the blow. Dryd. 

3. A Angle action ; a fudden event. 

Every year they gain a victory, and a town ; but if they arc 
once defeated, they lofe a province at a blow. Dryden. 

4. The a<ft of a fly, by which the lodges Cggs in flefh. 

I much fear, left with the blows of flies, 

His brafs inflicted wounds are fill’d. Chapman’s Iliads. 

To Blow. v. n. pret. blew-, particip. pa ff. blown, [blapan, Sax.] 

1. To move with a current of air. 

At his fight the mountains are fhaken, and at his will the 
fouth wind bloweth. Ecclus , xliii. 16. 

Fruits, for long keeping, gather before they are full ripe, and 
in a dry day, towards noon, and when the wind bloweth not 
fouth ; and when the moon is in decreafe. Bacons Nat. Hif. 

By the fragrant winds that blow 
O’er th’ Elyfian flow’rs. Pope’s St. Cacilia. 

2. This word is ufed fometimes imperfonally withzV. 

It bleiv a terrible tempeft at fea once, and there was one fea- 
man praying. L’ Ef range. 

If it blows a happy gale, we muft fet up all our fails, though 
it fometimes happens, that our natural heat is more powerful 
than our care and corredtnefs. Dryden 1 s Dufrefnoy . 

3. To pant; to puff; to be breathlefs. 

Here’s Mrs. Page at the door, fweating and blowing , and 
looking wildly. Shakefp. Merry Wives oflVindfor . 

Each aking nerve refufe the lance to throw, 

And each fpent courfer at the chariot blow. Pope’s Iliad. 

4. To breathe. 

Says the fatyr, if you have gotten a trick of blowing hot and 
cold out of the fame mouth, I’ve e’en done with ye. UEJlrange. 

5. To found by being blown. 

Nor with lefs dread the loud 

Ethereal trumpet from on high ’gan blow. Par. Lofl , b. vi. 

There let the prating organ blow , 

To the full-voic’d quire below. Milton. 

6. To found, or play mufically by wind. 

When ye blow an alarm, then the camps that lie on the eai 
parts fhall go forward. Numb. X. 5 * 

7. To blow over. To pafs away without effedL 

Storms, though they blozu over divers times, yet may fall a 
laft. Bacon's Bffnys, N» i«- 


ierve the turn. Temple. 

Angle man lies open to be ta- 


When the ftorm is blown over , 
How bleft is the fwain, 
Who begins to difeover 
An end of his pain. 
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But thofe clouds being now happily blown over , and our fun 
clearly Aiming out again, I have recovered the relapfe. Denham. 

• To blow up. To fly into the air by the force of gunpowder. 

’ On the next day, fome of the enemy’s magazines blew up ; 

and it is thought they were deftroyed on purpofe by fome of 

Tatler , N° 59. 

their men. ? J J 

To Blow. v. a. 

I. To drive by the force of the wind. 

Though you unty the winds, 

Though bladed corn be lodg’d, and trees blown down. 
Though caftles topple on their warders heads. Macbeth. 

Fair daughter, blow away thofe mills and clouds, 

And let thy eyes fhine forth in their full luftre. Denham. 
Thefe primitive heirs of the chriftian church, could not fo 
eafily blow off the doctrine of paflive obedience. South . 

I. To inflame with wind. 

I have created the fmith that bloweth the coals in the fire. 

Ifaiah, liv. 1 6. 

3. To fwell ; to puff into fize. 

No blown ambition doth our arms incite. 

But love, dear love, and our ag’d father’s right. King Lear. 

4. To form by blowing them into fhape. 

Spherical bubbles, that boys fometimes blow with water, to 
which foap hath given a tenacity. Boyle. 

5. To found an inftrument of wind mufick. 

Where the bright feraphim, in burning row, 

Their loud uplifted angel trumpets blow. Milton. 

6. To warm with the breath. 

Y/hen ificles hang by the wall, 

And Dick the fliepherd blows his nail, 

And Tom bears logs into the hall* 

And milk comes frozen home in pail. Shak. L. Lab. Lofl. 

7. Tofpread by report. 

But never was there man of his degree. 

So much efteem’d, fo well belov’d as he : 

So gentle of condition was he known, 

That through the court his courtefy was blown. Dryden. 

S. To blow out. To extinguifh by wind or the breath. 

Your breath find kindled the dead coal of war. 

And brought in matter, that fhould feed this fire : 

And now ’tis far too huge to be blown out , 

With that fame weak wind which enkindled it. Sh. K. John. 

Moon, flip behind fome cloud, fome tempeft, rife, 

And blow out all the ftars that light the (kies. Dryden. 

9. To blow up. To raife or fwell with breath. 

A plague of fighing and grief ! it blows a man up like a blad- 
der. Shakefp. Henry IV. p. i. 

Blown up with the conceit of his merit, he did not think he 
had received good meafure from the king. Bacon’s Hen. VII. 

Before we had exhaufted the receiver, the bladder appeared 
as full as if blown up with a quill. Boyle. 

It was my breath that blew this tempeft up. 

Upon your ftubborn ufage of the pope. Shakefp. K. John. 

His prefence foon blows up the unkindly fight, 

And his loud guns fpeak thick like angry men. Dryden. 
An empty bladder gravitates no more than when blown up, 
but fomewhat lefs; yet defeends more eafily, becaufe with lefs 
refiftance. Grew' s Cofnologia Sacra, b. ii. c. 6. 

When the mind finds herfelf very much inflamed with de- 
votion, fhe is too much inclined to think that it is blown up 
with fomething divine within herfelf. Addif Spelt. N° 201 . 

10. To blow up. To deftroy with gunpowder; to raife into 
the air. 

The captains hoping, by a mine, to gain the city, approach- 
ed with foldiers ready to enter upon blowing up of the mine. 

. . Knolles's Hiflory of the Turks. 

Their chief blown up in air, not waves, expir’d. 

To which his pride prefum’d to give the law. Dryden. 
Not far from the faid well, blowing up a rock, he formerly 
obferved fom e _°f thefe. Woodward trn Fod. 

II. I o infeCt with the eggs of flies. 

I would no more endure 
This wooden flavery, than I would fuffer 
The flefh-fly blow my mouth. Shakefp. Tempeft. 

Rather at Nilus’ mud 

Lay me ftark naked, and let the water flies 
Blow me into abhorring! - Shakefp. Antony and Cleopatra. 

12. Jo blow upon. To make ftale, 

I am wonderfully pleafed, when I meet with any paffage in 
an old Gj-eek or Latin author, that is not blown upon, and 
Which 1 have never met with in any quotation. Addifon 

He will whifper an intrigue that is not yet blown upon by 
common fame. Addifon. Spectator, N 3 l0 / 

To Blow, v n [blopan, Saxon.] To bloom ; to bloffom. 

We lofe the prime to mark how fprino- 
Our tended plants, how blows the citron grove, 

What drops the myrrh, and what the balmy reed. 

Milton's Paradife Loft , b. v. /. 22. 

c i his royal fair 

^ hall, when the bloffom of her beauty’s blown 
i>ee her great brother on the Britifh throne. 
r air is the kingcup that in meadow blows , 
air is the daily that befide her grows. 1 


Wall 
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Gay’s Pafl orals. 
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For thee Idume’s fpicy forefts blow. 

And feeds of gold in Ophir’s mountains glow. rope, 

BloVer. n.f [from blow.] Amelterof tin. ^ 

Add his care and coft in buying wood, and in retching t 
fame to the blowing-houfe, together with the blowers, two ot 
three months extreme and encreafing labour. Carew s Survey. 

Blown. The participle pafftve of blovj. 

All the fparks of virtue, which nature had kindled in them, 
were fo blown to give forth their uttermoft heat, that juftly it 
may be affirmed, they inflamed the affections of all that knew 

them. Sidn V> b ' lio 

The trumpets fleep, while cheerful horns are bloivn. 

And arms employ’d on birds and beafts alone. Pope . 

Blo'wpoint. n.f A child’s play. 

Shortly boys fhall not play 
At fpancounter or blowpoint, but fhall pay 
' Toll to fome courtier. Donne. 

Blowth. n.f. [from blozu.] Bloom, or bloffom. 

Ambition and covetoufncfs being but green, and^ newly 
grown up, the feeds and effects were as yet but potential, and 
in the blowth and bud. Raleigh's Hiflory of the World . 

BlowzE. n.f A ruddy fat-faced wench. 

Blo'wzy. adj. [from b/cwze.j Sunburnt; high coloured. 
BLU'BBER. n. f [See Blob.] The part of a whale that con- 
tains the oil. 

To Blubber, v. n. [from the noun.] To weep in fuch a 
manner as to fwell the cheeks. 

Even fo lies fhe, 

Blulb’ring and weeping, weeping and blubb’ring. 

Shakefp. Romeo and Juliet . 
A thief came to a boy that was blubbering by the fide of a 
well, and afkcd what he cried for. L’ EJl range. 

Soon as Glumd alclitch mifs’d her pleafing care. 

She wept, fhe blubber’d, and fhe tore her hair. Swift. 

To BliFkber. v. a. To fwell the cheeks with weeping. 

Fair ftreams reprefent unto me my blubbered face ; let tears 
procure your flay. Sidney . 

The wild wood gods arrived in the place, 

There find the virgin doleful, defolate, 

With ruffled raiment, and fair blubber’d face, 

As her outrageous foe had left her late. Fairy ffhieen, b. 

Tir’d with the fearch, not finding what fhe feeks. 

With cruel blows fhe pounds her blubber’d cheeks. Dryden. 
Blubbered, particip. adj. [from to blubber.] Swelled; big; 
applied commonly to the lip. 

Thou fing with him, thou booby ! never pipe 
W as fo profan’d, to touch that blubber’d lip. Dryden . 

Blu'dgeon. n.f A fhort ffick, with one end loaded, ufed as 
an offenfive weapon. 

BLUE. adj. [blsep, Sax. bleu, Fr.] One of the feven original 
colours. 

There’s gold, and here. 

My bluejl veins to kifs ; a hand that kings 

Have lipt. Shakefp. Antony and Cleopatra: 

^ Where fires thou find’ff unrak’d, and hearths unfwept, 

1 here pinch the maids as blue as bilberry. 

Shakefp. Merry Wives of Windfor . 
O coward confcience ! how doff thou afflieft me ? 

The lights burn blue— Is it not dead midnight ? 

Cold fearful drops ftand on my trembling flefh. 

Shakefp. Richard HI, 

' M hy does one climate, and one foil endue ^ 

1 he blufhing poppy with a crimfon hue; C 

Y et' leave the lily pale, and tinge the violet blue P ) Prior . 
There was fcarce any other colour fenfible, beffdes red and 
blue’, only the blues , and principally the fecond blue , inclined a 
ittle to green. Newton’s Opticks. 

Bluebo ttle, ti.f [from blue and bottle.] 

1. A flower of the bell fhape ; a fpecies of bottlefowcr ; which fee. 

If you put bluebottles , or other blue flowers, into an ant-hill, 
they will be flamed with red ; becaufe the ants thruft their 
itings, and inffil into them their flinging liquour. Ra\ 

2. A fly with a large blue belly. 

Say, fire of infers, mighty Sol, 

A fly upon the chariot-pole 
Cries out, what bluebottle alive 

Did ever with fuch fury drive ? Prior: 

Blue-eyed. adj. [from blue and eye.] Having blue eyes. 

Rife then, fair blue-ey’d maid, rife and difeover 
Thy fllver brow, and meet thy golden lover. Crafhaiv. 

. or t0 temple was fhe gone, to move. 

With prayers, the blue-ey’d progeny of Jove. Drvder 

luehaired. adj. [from blue and hair.] Having blue hair. 

This place, 

The greateft and the beft of all the main, 

He quarters to his bluehair'd deities. Milton's Par. Retain 
Blu ELY. adv. [from blue.} With a blue colour. * 

This ’fquire he drop’d his pen full foon. 

While as the light burnt hluely. r„ 

Blu'eness. n.f. [from blue. ] The quality of being blue ^ ' 
In a moment our liquour may be deprived of its iW, , nd 
reflored to it again, by the affufion of a few drops of Hquoun 

Boyle on Qohurs , 







